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Family Safety — North Texas Overview

The information in suggests that families were safer in 2005 than in previous years. The rate of
crimes against property, violent crimes, and reported rapes has decreased in all four counties
during the past year. Family violence, child abuse, number of intakes alleging child abuse, drug
arrests and DWI arrests have been mixed across the four county region.

Two suburban counties, Collin County and Denton County, have had very similar trends in the past
few years. While violent crime and family violence rates decreased, the number of intakes alleging
child abuse and drug arrest rates increased in both counties.

Rockwall County and Dallas County had the most improvement of conditions in the four county
region, even though the two counties are vastly different in size and environment (urban vs.
suburban/rural).

Trends

To place the following data in context, the population change has been included for
the UWMD 4 county service area.

The population in the UWMD 4 county service area has increased 10% from 2000-2004.

e The rate of reported rapes in the four county region has fluctuated from 1999-2004 with a
decrease starting from 2002-2004. The overall rate has decreased 19% from 1999-2004.

e Across the region, the number of initial intakes alleging abuse/neglect has gradually
increased from 1997 to 2005 with an overall increase of 76% during this time period.

e Across the four county region, the rate of drug offense arrests decreased from 2000-2002,
but started to increase in 2003-2004. However, the overall rate has reduced 15% from 2000-
2004.



Family Safety: Indicators and Trends
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Family Safety: By County

Collin County

The population in Collin County increased 37% from 1999-2004 and 27% from 2000-2004.

The rate of total violent crimes in Collin County has fluctuated from 1999-2004 with a
decrease starting in 2003-2004. The overall rate has decreased 32% from 1999-2004;
however, the population in Collin County has correspondingly increased 37% from 1999-
2004. Collin County and Denton County had virtually identical trend lines from 1999-2004.
The rate of hate crimes in Collin County has fluctuated significantly from 1999-2004 with a
decrease in from 2003-2004. The overall rate has decreased 31% from 1999-2004.

The rate of family violence in Collin County has fluctuated from year to year with a slight
decrease from 2003-2004. The overall rate dropped 12% from 1999-2004. Collin County and
Denton County had virtually identical trend lines from 1999-2004.

Collin and Denton County have virtually identical trend lines for the number of initial intakes
alleging abuse/neglect. Both counties have had a consistent, gradual increase from 1997-
2005. Collin County had a 189% increase from 1997-2005.

The rate of drug offense arrests in Collin County decreased significantly from 2000-2002,
with a sharp increase starting in 2003-2004. Overall, the rate has increased 51% from 2000-
2004.

The rate of DWI arrests in Collin County has steadily increased from 2000-2004 with an
overall rate increase of 75% over that time period.

Dallas County
The population in Dallas County increased 11% from 1999-2004 and 3% from 2000-2004.

The rate of reported rapes in Dallas County decreased steadily from 1999 to 2004 with an
overall rate decrease of 22% from 1999-2004.

Dallas County has had a steady decrease in the rate of family violence with a 25% decrease
from 1999-2004.

In Dallas, the number of initial intakes alleging abuse/neglect has fluctuated from 1997-
2005, with an increase from 2003-2005. The overall number increased 56% from 1997-2005.
The rate of drug offense arrests in Dallas County has fluctuated over the years, generally
decreasing from 2000-2004 with a slight increase in 2003. Overall, the rate has decreased
23% from 2000-2004. Dallas County was the only county in the four county region that had a
decrease in the rate of drug offense arrests.



Denton County
The population in Denton County increased 31% from 1999-2004 and 22% from 2000-2004.

The rate of total violent crimes in Denton County has fluctuated from 1999-2004 with a
decrease from 2003-2004. The overall rate decreased 24% from 1999-2004. Collin County
and Denton County had virtually identical trend lines from 1999-2004.

The rate of family violence in Denton County has fluctuated from year to year with a slight
increase from 2003-2004. The overall rate dropped 14% from 1999-2004. Collin County and
Denton County had virtually identical trend lines from 1999-2004.

The rate of confirmed cases of child abuse in Denton County has fluctuated significantly over
the years with an increase from 2003-2005. The overall rate increased 154% from 1997-2005.
Collin and Denton County have virtually identical trend lines for number of initial intakes
alleging abuse/neglect. Both counties have had a consistent, gradual increase from 1997-
2005. Denton County had a 138% increase from 1997-2005.

Rockwall County
The population in Rockwall County increased 40% from 1999-2004 and 35% from 2000-2004.

With such a small base, the rates and percentages for Rockwall County can have more dramatic
fluctuations than with a larger base.

Rockwall County had a 60% drop in the rate of crimes against property from 1999-2000.
Thereafter, the rate fluctuated with a decrease from 2003-2004. Overall, the rate decreased
59% from 1999-2004.

The rate of reported rapes in Rockwall County has fluctuated significantly from 1999-2004
with a decrease from 2003-2004. The rate has decreased 53% from 1999-2004.

The rate of family violence in Rockwall County had an upward trend starting in 2000 with a
sharp 35% increase in 2001. This rate dropped 19% from 2001-2002, but started to increase
again from 2003-2004. The overall rate increased 25% from 1999-2004.

The rate of confirmed cases of child abuse in Rockwall County has fluctuated significantly
over the years with a sharp increase in 1999 and gradual decrease from 2000-2005. The
overall rate decreased 51% from 1997-2005. Rockwall County is the only county in the four
county region that had a decrease in the rate of confirmed cases of child abuse.

The number of initial intakes alleging abuse/neglect in Rockwall County increased from
1997-2000 with a slight decrease in 2001. The increasing trend began again from 2002-2005
with 103% increase from 1997-2005.

Although the number of DWI arrests in Rockwall County was lowest in the four county region,
the rate of DWI arrests in Rockwall County was 95% to 147% higher than that of Dallas
County in each year from 2000-2003. While the rate of DWI arrests has fluctuated from
2000-2004, the rate decreased by almost 43% from 2000-2004. The other 3 counties in the
four county region saw more subtle fluctuations from year to year.



Family Safety: Supporting Data

Crime
Region - Rate of Crimes Against Property (PER 100,000)
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Source: Texas Department of Public Safety




Rate of Total Violent Crimes by County
(Per 100,000)
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Number of Hate Crimes
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Rate of Hate Crimes (per 100,000)
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Rape

Number of Reported Rapes
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Rate of Reported Rapes (Per 100,000)
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Family Violence
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Child Abuse & Neglect

Five Year Outcome: Percentage of Subsequently
Confirmed Child Abuse Victims
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—e— Collin County 6% 13% 17% 31% 23%
—a— Dallas County 11% 9% 12% 13% 14%
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Source: Texas Department of Family and Protective Services



Number of Confirmed Victims of Abuse/Neglect
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Confirmed Cases of Child Abuse

(Per 1,000 Children)
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Number of Initial Intakes Alleging Abuse/Neglect
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Number of Children in Foster Care
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Number of Children in Substitute Care
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Rate of Children in Substitute Care

(Per 10,000 Children)
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Substance Abuse Arrests

All Drug Offense Arrests
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Rate of Drug Offense Arrests per 100,000 Total Population
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Number of DWI Arrests
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DWI Arrest Rates (Per 100,000)
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